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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 
  

July 28, 2024 / 10 am 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on 
Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What 
we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we 
see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the 
difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the 
world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 

 
GATHERING 

 
Bells 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your 
electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 

 
Temple Talk:               Lutheran University Center 
 
Prelude          Amanda Gentzel 
 
Beginning Worship with Our Week at Vacation Bible School 
 
The Week’s Recap: 

“Peace Like a River” 
“Count Your Blessings” 

 
*Gathering Song:  “Here I Am to Worship” 
Assembly is invited to stand and sing along. 
 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes, let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 
Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
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King of all days 
Oh, so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 
Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross (3-4x) 
Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 

 
 
*Apostolic Greeting        ELW p. 203 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
AM: Let us pray: 
 Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for 

your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the 
true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 

WORD 
 
First Reading:  2 Kings 4:42-44       Linda Cragg 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the 
successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food 
to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of 
God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the 
people and let them eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred 
people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, 
‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44 He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, 
according to the word of the LORD. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 145:10-18  (read responsively)    Linda Cragg 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16) 

 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through out all  
       ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.  
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16 You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. 
 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully.  
 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21      Linda Cragg 

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. 
Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the 
ongoing presence of the Spirit. 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 
that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17 and that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 
18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
  20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Unison)      ELW p. 205 
 

 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

*Gospel: John 6:1-21       Pastor Brian Bennett 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of 
God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control. 

1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large 
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus 
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival 
of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, 
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to 
test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ 
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the 
people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about 
five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley 
loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the 
sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world.” 
  15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 
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king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 
  16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The 
sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three 
or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 
terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him into 
the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
Sermon         Pastor Brian Bennett 
 
 
*Hymn             #515 
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*Apostle’s Creed 
 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
           On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
 
*Prayers of the People of God 
 
Each petition concludes with: 

AM: In your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and 
all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
*The Peace 
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 
C: And also with you. 
 
(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”)  
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 
 
Voluntary at the Offering      Noisy Offering      Amanda Gentzel, Organist 
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Young children are invited to join our ushers in the collection of loose change by using pots, pans 
and colanders during this time, making a “joyful noise unto the Lord.”  Collections this month will be 
donated to Lutherlyn University Center. 

 
 

*The Offertory                                               #182 
 

 
 
 

*Offering Prayer 
 
AM: Let us pray. (in unison) 
C:      Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat and drink the body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we 
may live in him and he in us, now and forever. Amen. 
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MEAL 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving            ELW p. 206 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
*The Proper Preface 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207 
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*Eucharistic Prayer ELW p. 207 
 

P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 

C: We praise you, O God. 
  

P: Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 

C: We bless you, O God. 
  

P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 

C: We thank you, O God. 
  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering his love for us 
on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
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Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,  
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,  
in your church, without end. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)        ELW p. 208 

 

Please be seated. 
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The Holy Supper 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located 
by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and cups 
filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who haven’t 
received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing by the 
Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty cups in the container at the end of 
the front pew. 

 
Communion Song          “Let Us Break Bread Together”     #471 
 
 
*The Post Communion Blessing 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
*Prayer After Communion 
 
AM: Let us pray: 

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

*Blessing 
 
P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:  Amen.  
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*Hymn           #547 
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*Dismissal 
 
AM: Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Copyright permissions granted under License #s CCLI2884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 


