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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 

  
October 27, 2024 / 8:30 & 11 am 

Reformation Sunday 
 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be 
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We 
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every 
day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in 
baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship 
and mission. 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

Bells 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a 
moment to silence your electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in 
bold.  *Stand as you are able. 

 
Prelude        Amanda Gentzel, Organist 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
. 
C:   Amen. 
 
P:   God of all mercy and consolation, 

come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
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Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

  
P:   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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*Hymn            #520 

 
 
 
 

*Apostolic Greeting       ELW p. 138 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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*Canticle of Praise (Unison)                    ELW p. 139 
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P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
AM: Let us pray: 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect 
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 

WORD 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34              Patty Hess (8:30) / 
              Karen Rasmussen (11) 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will 
expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will 
defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 
possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 
hope lies in a God who forgets. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
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shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say 
to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm: Psalm 46       (prayed responsively)                 Patty Hess (8:30) /  
                                                                       Karen Rasmussen (11) 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the 
shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 
earth.” 
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 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

Second Reading:  Romans 3:19-28                   Patty Hess (8:30) / 
                                                                     Karen Rasmussen (11) 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God 
through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God 
through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 
whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being 
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it 
was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 
that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person 
is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Unison)    ELW p. 142 
 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: John 8:31-36     Pastor Larry Kemp 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his 
word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 
my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent 
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
Sermon            Pastor Larry Kemp 
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*Hymn                      #673 

 
 

*The Apostles Creed  

 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

*Prayers of the People of God 
 
Each petition concludes with: 
AM: God of grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 
AM: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in the saving grace you freely give, both now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
*The Peace 
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 
C: And also with you. 
 
(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one 
another and share the same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be 
with you.” and shaking hands as one is comfortable in doing so.)  

 
Please be seated. 
 
We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 
 
Voluntary at the Offering         Amanda Gentzel 
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Young children are invited to join our ushers in the collection of loose change 
by using pots, pans and colanders during this time, making a “joyful noise unto 

the Lord.”  Collections this month will be donated to Lutheran Disaster 
Response for victims of the recent hurricanes. 

  

 
*The Offertory          # 186 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
 
AM: Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation.  
By these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another 
and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 
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MEAL 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving  
 
*Dialogue ELW p. 144 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

*The Proper Preface 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of  
    everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 ELW p. 144 

 
 

*Eucharistic Prayer ELW p. 108 
 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

C:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:   Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death,  
his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen.  

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)       ELW p. 146 
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Please be seated. 

 

The Holy Supper 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays 
located by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free 
wafers and cups filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. 
Children who haven’t received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded 
to receive a blessing by the Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty 
cups in the container at the end of the front pew. 

 
Communion Song    “Amazing Grace”       #779 
 
 
*The Post Communion Blessing 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
*Prayer After Communion 
 
AM: Let us pray: 

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with 
dignity at your table.  Send us now to welcome others and to be 
at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
*Blessing 
 
P:  God all mighty, 

God most merciful 

☩ bless you, keep you, 

and give you peace. 
C:  Amen 
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*Hymn            #504 
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*Dismissal 
 
AM: Go in peace.  Follow Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude         Amanda Gentzel 
 

Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright 

permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 


