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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 
the way of Jesus Christ 

  
December 22, 2024 / 8:30 & 11 am 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely 
tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the 
Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy 
communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 

 
GATHERING 

 
Bells 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your 
electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 

 
Prelude  “Setting on Veni Emmanuel” by Gregg Sewell  Amanda Gentzel 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 
P:   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P:  Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
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Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 
*Hymn            #259 
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*Apostolic Greeting        ELW p. 147 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
 
*Advent Candle Hymn         (vs. 1-4) 

 
 
 
*Advent Wreath Lighting Blessing 
 
P: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 

You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 

C: Amen. 
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*Kyrie (Unison)         ELW p. 147 

 

 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
AM: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 
First Reading:  Micah 5:2-5a          Mir Peterson (8:30) /  

               Mike Nedzel (11) 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king 
who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around 
Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this 
passage to be referring to Jesus. 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm:  Luke 1:46b-55 [pray responsively]            Mir Peterson (8:30) / 
           Mike Nedzel (11) 

You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52) 

 46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50 You have mercy on those who fear you, 
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  from generation to generation.  
 51 You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 52 casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 53 You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 
 55 the promise made to our forebears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever.  
 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10              Mir Peterson (8:30) / 
          Mike Nedzel (11) 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s 
coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the 
greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people. 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*ALLELUIA (Unison)        ELW p. 151 
 

 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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*Gospel:   Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]      Pastor Larry Kemp 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit 
and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God 
who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
[  46 And Mary said,  
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”]  

 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
Sermon         Pastor Larry Kemp 
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*Hymn           #260 

 
 
 

*The Nicene Creed          p. 152 

 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 

C:   We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.  
   Amen.  
 
 
*Prayers of the People of God 
Each petition concludes with: 

 
AM: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 

After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen 

 
 
*The Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 
C: And also with you. 
 
(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”)  

 
 
We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 
 
Voluntary at the Offering   “Bicinium on Picardy” by Thomas Keesecker Amanda Gentzel 
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*The Offertory           #186 

 
*Offering Prayer              ELW p. 64 
 
AM:   Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
*Dialogue ELW p. 152 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*The Proper Preface  
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  
through whom you will also make all things new  
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy         ELW p. 153 

 
 
*Eucharistic Prayer ELW p. 153 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  

P: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

P: All praise and glory are yours,  
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

P: Amen. 

 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen.  
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*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)        ELW p. 154 

 

Please be seated. 

 

The Holy Supper 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located 
by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and cups 
filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who haven’t 
received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing by the 
Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty cups in the container at the end of 
the front pew. 

 
Communion Song           “I Am So Glad on Christmas Eve”   #271 
 
 
*The Post Communion Blessing 
 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C: Amen. 
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*Prayer After Communion       ELW p. 65 
 
AM: Let us pray.  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your 
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
SENDING 

 
*Blessing 
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:   Amen.  
 
*Hymn           #256 

 



15 

 

 
 
*Dismissal 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Postlude  “Noel sur les flutes” by Louis Claude D’Aquin  Amanda Gentzel 
 
 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright 

permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 

 


