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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 
 

December 24, 2024 
6:00 & 9:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 

 
 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the 
long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that 
the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ 
birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines 
in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 
GATHERING 

 
Bells 
 
Prelude “Love has Come” by Thomas Keesecker         Amanda Gentzel, Organist 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness         ELW p. 94 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. 

. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
C: God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in 

darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good 
news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting 
little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we 
may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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*Hymn           #267 
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*Apostolic Greeting        ELW p. 138 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
*Hymn           #289 
 

 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
AM: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

WORD 
 
First Reading   Isaiah 9:2-7     Wendy Hall (6) / Mary Schmitz (9) 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal 
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real 
basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 

 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 96 (prayed responsively)    Wendy Hall (6) / Mary Schmitz (9) 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11) 

 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the  
        peoples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.  
 
 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14       Wendy Hall (6) / Mary Schmitz (9) 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in 
the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final 
appearance. 

 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Gospel Acclamation         ELW 276 

 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

 
 
 

*Christmas Gospel:   Luke 2:1-20       Pastor Larry Kemp 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and 
proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
Sermon        Pastor Larry Kemp  
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*Hymn           #279 
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* The Nicene Creed        ELW p. 104 
 
AM: With the whole church, let us profess our faith: 
  
C: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 *Prayers of Intercession  

Each petition concludes with: 
 
AM: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM:  Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant 
grace. 

C:  Amen. 
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*The Peace 
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 
C: And also with you. 
 (As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”)  

 
Please be seated. 

 
 
We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 
 
Voluntary at the Offering           Caren Hearne, Soloist  
 
 
*The Offertory          ELW 277 
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*Offering Prayer   
 
AM:   Let us pray.  God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, 

in which you take delight.  The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.  Bless now 
these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell 
of your salvation from day to day. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

MEAL 
 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving            ELW p. 144 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

*The Proper Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        ELW p. 144 

  

*Thanksgiving at the Table       ELW p. 145 

 
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
  
P: With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P: All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 
Please be seated. 
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The Holy Supper 
The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located 
by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and cups 
filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who haven’t 
received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing by the 
Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty cups in the container at the end of 
the front pew. 

 

Communion Songs                  “What Child is This”                             #296 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”                            #282 

 

*The Post Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

*Prayer After Communion 

AM: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the 
afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
 

 
*CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIT HYMN SING 
 
The pastor will light a candle from the altar, then light the candles of the ushers who will proceed 
down the aisle lighting the candle of the first person in each pew. The light is then passed along to 
each pew until all candles are lit. 

 
For our safety:  Please carefully handle your lit candles taking care that your candles 
are held upright, away from your neighbors and small children and away from your 
bulletins and other papers! 
 
When the candles are lit and the lights are off: 
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*The Reading of the Gospel of the Incarnation:  John 1:1-14 
 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John; 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
P:   The Gospel of the Lord;  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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*Hymn          #281 
 
 

 
*Benediction 
 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn          #270 

 
*Dismissal 
AM: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:   “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella” by Keith Chapman  Amanda Gentzel 
 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright 

permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889.  Prayer of Confession:  Reprinted by 

permission from Book of Common Worship, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press 


